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We looked at:

• Venue environment

• QualiCed sta@

• Disclosures

• Evidence

• Challenging behaviour

• Bystander intervenঞon

Our  

Pledge
The pledge is made up of eight acঞons and  

commitments venues can take to improve the safety  
of women and girls. It is managed by It’s in Noমngham and 

any venue in Noমngham City can sign up to the pledge, 
including those who are not licensed to sell alcohol.

In 2021 the Consent Coaliঞon facilitated several 
consultaঞon and engagement groups with local 
women’s groups and specialists in Noমngham’s 
sexual violence and domesঞc abuse sector.  
The groups captured the views and voices of 
women, who had experienced violence and 
harassment in the Noমngham city at night.

In addiঞon to the engagement groups, a survey 
was shared across Noমngham to Cnd out how safe 
women felt in Noমngham’s night-ঞme economy. 

The conversaঞons and feedback demonstrated that 
more needed to be done around raising awareness 
of consent and improving the availability of safe 
spaces and trained sta@ within venues.  

Using this research and in consultaঞon, the 
Consent Coaliঞon and Noমngham’s Business 
Improvement District – It’s in Noমngham, created 
the Safe Space Pledge.

Background
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Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) 

is an umbrella term used to describe 

violence and abuse which is typically aimed 

at women.  

In addiঞon to these abuses, myths and 
vicঞm blaming narraঞves can make it 
diLcult for women to get help or feel like 
they would be believed. 

While these abuses can also be experienced 

by males, they are mainly directed at 
women. Through acknowledging the 
gendered aspect of these crimes, we are 
able to consider the wider social seমng, 
how that enables such abuse to happen and 

what can be done to change it.

Concern about VAWG and how to prevent 

violence or fear of violence is central to the 
Safe Space Pledge’s existence.

Victim blaming might sound like:

What is VAWG?

VAWG can include:

• Sexual violence and abuse

• Sexual harassment

• Domesঞc violence and abuse

• Stalking

• Honour-based violence 

• Female Genital Muঞlaঞon 

Women who 

are out at 

night should 

expect to be 

approached

If you weren’t in  
that state this wouldn’t 

have happened

Women who 
Women who dress a certain 

dress a certain way are asking 
way are asking 

for it!for it!

Support informaঞon for survivors of these crimes, regardless of gender, 
can be found on the back page of this booklet.
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Through the survey Cndings, research and consultaঞon 
with women, it became clear that there was a need for 
safe spaces in Noমngham. 

While not all women have experienced abuse, news 
reports, stories from peers, as well as VAWG staঞsঞcs 
meant that many women were worried that they might 
become unsafe in the city, parঞcularly at night.

The need for Safe Spaces

The pledge was designed to include meaningful acঞons 
that venues would take to ensure that they were acঞvely 
promoঞng women’s safety. 

These included training of sta@, being prepared to have 
a designated ‘safe space’ and agreeing to yearly audits to 
make sure the pledge was being met.

How the pledge was designed
The pledge  is managed by  It’s in Noমngham  and supported  by the  Consent Coaliঞon. 

By creaঞng a network of safe spaces, women 
can feel empowered to go out at night, with the 
knowledge that if they feel unsafe, they can ask  
for help and get support in a safe space.
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Over 100+ venues have already taken 

the pledge, including bars, clubs, hotels, 

shops and transport operators

Noমngham is the Crst city in the country 
to embed the Safe Space Pledge within 
the Best Bar None accreditaঞon. This 
means that any venue wanঞng to be 
accredited under the Best Bar None 

scheme for Noমngham must also 
undertake and implement all points of the 
Safe Space Pledge.

Become a  
Safe Space 

Pledge Venue

1

2

3

4

5

6

To become involved in the scheme 
and to become a Safe Space 
Venue follow these steps:

 Register interest with It’s in 
Noমngham by emailing  
bcrp@itsinnoমngham.com 

 Agree and commit to all 8 Safe 
Space Pledges

 Sign up to the Safe Space 
Pledge training sessions  
or complete the a�ached  
online course 

 Noঞfy It’s in Noমngham of 
compleঞon of the sta@ training 
and which two sta@ have been 
nominated as the two VAWG 
venue Champions 

 A Safe Space Pledge  
resource pack will be sent 
to your venue

 Your business will now be 
registered as an accredited Safe 
Space Pledge venue on the It’s 
in Noমngham website 

Venues who  

don’t supply alcohol or  

who are not signed up to  

Best Bar None can sঞll make 

the pledge and access the free 

training and resource packs.

This can be done by contacঞng 

It’s in Noমngham directly 

www.itsinnoমngham.com/

contact/ 
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Support

For support with issues related to VAWG, sexual or domesঞc abuse  
or violence, the following organisaঞons will be able to help you:

Sexual Violence or Abuse
The Topaz Centre (Sexual Assault Referral Centre): 
(all genders aged 18+) 
✆	0800 085 9993    topazcentre.org

Noমnghamshire Sexual Violence Support Services:
(all genders aged 18+) 
✆	0115 941 0440    no�ssvss.org.uk 

East Midlands Children and Young People Sexual Assault Service:
(for all genders aged 0-17) 
✆ 0800 183 0023    emcypsas.co.uk

Domestic Abuse
Juno Women’s Aid (women):  

✆ 0808 800 0340    junowomensaid.org.uk

Equaঞon (men):  
✆ 0800 995 6999    helpline@equaঞon.org.uk 

  equaঞon.org.uk/help-for-men 

Stalking
Juno Helpline for Women: 
✆ 0115 947 6490    junowomensaid.org.uk/stalking-advocacy-service/

Equaঞon Helpline for Men: 
✆ 0115 960 5556    equaঞon.org.uk/service-for-men/stalking/

All the above services are LGBT inclusive.
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Discover more city centre safety  

iniঞaঞves on the It’s in Noমngham website. 

For more informaঞon and resources on consent visit 
no�ssvss.org.uk/consent-coaliঞon  

Conta
ct


